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Decenber 9, 1983

l,fr. Joe Zalki-rd
Colorado l-fhed l-and RecLsoation Dlvision
423 Centerrial tuilding
1313 $erman
Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear l,fr. Zallcind:

In or.r corrrrersation of t{ovember 23, Lg83 yolJ requested a wrl-lten
srrnmar-lzation of ttte Divisiqrrs recent concegrs and'actlons on Unlon Cartidets
rs,anign operationsi at f}e O"t"to-lfitt". ft,.t inforuation ls sr:rmarjzed below'

The ut€h Dtvision of oil, Gas and l"{inrng is ctncerrtly rrcddrg-withllnlon
Carbide Corporation in order'to ""tryf.te 

r{r1atory-:egTgrt9 for the

Dere Mine in accordance wlth ouj&tr.r"s oE the r9zS titatr l'{ixed Ijrd
Reclmation Act.--The tbroo M#:-i*"aed cn the utatr - colorado bomder in
Sections 2, LO, ff r- fa,-fiof Bgi; ry68-. Because of the comIDIl tourrtary
locarion, rte D{#fi'G-"-dd-i. Gtor- and rrctk with the Oolorado I'ttned

Lard Recianation Division concerning this project'

DlrlJlg inspections of lArion Calbtdets ltines ln lltahr-rnany-discr:epancies'
inconsistegci,es-"oa-itoa.quaci-es betrreen plans and actual conditlons Irere

discovered. Requests for new and acqrate roaps of e:d-stlrg dlstu:fiances
br.orgfrr rc rigra*?ii;;;fi"t-r"e"tced acreale inczeases,-r'rtrlle origlnaL
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sorrrnirm€'nts in the mining arul- re9]anaticn plans were stl-lI not l-uple"nented(e:g. test plots oo l,aste roclc piles and d;ainag" r"lrrt**".). Bondestlmates were also outdated.

D,"i"g Aprilr 1983 the State lbalth Depar-tnent became invohred wittr the
c@Pany wkten radimb:Lc effluent fnon sedi@ntatic'n ponds occeeded liml-tationstandards. Inspections also rerzealed inadequate sedtisrt pona a.rfgn". -Th";;
probloms are stil1 r:nresolved.

-- . An-insPgction rnade on }by 25, 1983 conryleted the Dlvisionts tor-r of all
fIn:ion carbide "'ilgs il-utatr, inch:ding tlre'Deremo Mine. A copy of theDivisionrs Jr:re 14, 1983 leiter to llnicrn Cartide addressing-G6,r." dlscrrssedat the nine site: vias sent to your office in care of Mike Sunton (".ey-----
enclosed). The items discr:ssed at tlre De:reoo Mine centered on areas birectlyin, or.affecr:Jlg Utatr'ard little attention rmas gilrcn to secttons of t}re nininsrlthin Colorado. A response frm tkriSn Car{ride fuiled i" """"f.tr--F9^p.oUferns, and an additional lltter was sent by the Dtwtston on October 31,1983 (copy enclosed).

Uuion Carbide, despite personnel_changes, has coryleted ap'procinately
t'lvo-thirds of t}re reqtrirents establisneE auring ttre'Dtwisioiris revie*r of allo-f its operations in Ut€h, largely_ dr.re to ttre efiorts of fent nafrfqufut
PF : marry i.ssues renain r:nies6tvea, i.rclgding: water contafument problems
q$d "-T9,-9o.€. adeqtracy and digcharges), ;'r'nediate clean up of ieainentwi-th Potentfu,lly higfi radiorerric values iErc'm-old pords, 

"tt6 
rgsiA'notion bondrevisions. The conPany has recently notifi,ed or-r bffice of an iryendlng total

suspension of ralning cperations forr:p to one year and drene has been no
ccrrrnignqent to resolrze the ed-sting pr-outems prior t" uti"-i"ry"r"r7cessation. If additional irrteresE is strcn"m at tnis tioe by dlorado, ttre
if-gf-?ryIT"h mfuht elicit 3 trffie- gpecific effoft by i*," ccryanry ro bringLts operatlonsi into errvjrorrental coryliance.

rf you need additional information, please contact r'e.

TETTING
GECE,GIST

lrwj1tb

Enclosr.res

cc: Di-'ure l.li.elsen, DG.{
Ron Daniels, DGI
Jin fuith, DGlf :.
Sterp Mcl{eal, Statd lbalth Depr.


